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MONROE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
May 15, 2024 

 
  The regular meeting of the Monroe County Board of Commissioners was held on 
Wednesday May 15, 2024, in the Commissioners’ Public Meeting Room at the Monroe County 
Administrative Center with the following present:  Chairman John D. Christy, Vice-Chairman David C. 
Parker, Commissioner Sharon S. Laverdure, Solicitor Todd W. Weitzmann, Solicitor Deborah L. Huffman, 
Chief Clerk/Administrator Robert J. Gress, Administrative Secretary Cindy Cook. 

 
  Chairman Christy called the meeting to order at 9:33 a.m. with a moment of silence 
followed by the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 
 

Chairman Christy and Attorney Marc Wolfe opened the joint public Tax Equity and Fiscal 
Responsibility Act (TEFRA) hearing for the Lehigh Valley Hospital and Lehigh Valley Pocono Hospital 
Projects.  The transcript of the hearing is attached. 

 
R-2024-4 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and 

carried to adopt  a resolution pursuant to Section 147(f) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as 
amended (the “Code”) requires that the applicable elected representative of the governmental unit on 
behalf of which bonds are to be issued and of each governmental unit having jurisdiction over the area 
in which any facility, with respect to which financing is to be provided from the net proceeds of the 
bonds, is located, approve the bonds after a public hearing in order for a private activity bond to be a 
qualified bond under the Code for the Lehigh Valley Hospital and Lehigh Valley Pocono Hospital Projects 
Tax Equity and Fiscal Responsibility Act (TEFRA). 
 

RESOLUTION 2024-4 

WHEREAS, the Monroe County Hospital Authority (the “Authority”) is a public 
instrumentality of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and a public body corporate and politic 
organized and existing under the Pennsylvania Municipality Authorities Act, 53 Pa. C.S.A. § 5601 
et seq., Act 22 of 2001, effective June 19, 2001, which codifies and amends the Municipality 
Authorities Act of 1945, as amended and supplemented (the “Act”); and 

WHEREAS, Lehigh Valley Health Network, Inc., a Pennsylvania nonprofit 
corporation, and certain of its controlled affiliates (together, the “LVHN Entities”), own and 
operate the medical office buildings, surgery centers, outpatient facilities, imaging facilities, 
physical and occupational therapy facilities, nursing facilities, behavioral health facilities, nursing 
dormitory space, data, IT and/or other operational support facilities described in Exhibit A hereto 
(collectively, the “Health Care Facilities”); and 

WHEREAS, the LVHN Entities desire to sell the Health Care Facilities in order to 
support and further the charitable mission of the LVHN Entities; and 

WHEREAS, The Centurion Foundation, Inc., a Georgia nonprofit corporation, or 
one or more affiliates thereof (together, “Centurion”), desires to acquire the Health Care Facilities 
and, following such acquisition, lease the Health Care Facilities to the LVHN Entities in order to 
support and further the charitable mission of the LVHN Entities; and 

WHEREAS, Centurion has requested the assistance of the Authority in connection 
with the financing of a project (the “Project”) which consists of, among other things, all or any of 
the following: (i) financing the acquisition by Centurion of the Health Care Facilities, including 
the funding of an allowance for certain tenant improvements at the Health Care Facilities; 
(ii) funding of any required reserves and capitalized interest for the Bonds (hereinafter defined); 
and (iii) financing contingencies and the payment of the costs and expenses of issuing the Bonds; 
and 

WHEREAS, in order to finance the Project, Centurion has requested the Authority 
to issue one or more series of its revenue bonds in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed 
$160,000,000 (the “Bonds”) on behalf of Centurion; and 
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WHEREAS, Section 147(f) of the Code requires that the applicable elected 
representative of the governmental unit on behalf of which bonds are issued and of each 
governmental unit having jurisdiction over the area in which any facilities with respect to which 
financing is to be provided from the net proceeds of such bonds is located, approve bonds after a 
public hearing in order for a private activity bond to be a qualified bond under the Code; and 

WHEREAS, certain of the Health Care Facilities are located in the County of 
Monroe, Pennsylvania (the “Monroe County Facilities”); and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 147(f) of the Code, a joint public hearing 
was held by the Board of Commissioners of the County of Monroe, Pennsylvania (the “Board”) in 
connection with the issuance of the Bonds on behalf of the Authority, the County of Monroe (the 
“County”),  the County of Lehigh, Pennsylvania (“Lehigh County”), the County of Northampton, 
Pennsylvania (“Northampton County”) and the City of Hazleton, Pennsylvania,  on May 15, 2024, 
notice of such hearing was posted on the Monroe County website, the Lehigh County website, the 
Northampton County website and published in each of The Standard Speaker on May 5, 2024 and 
The Pocono Record on May 6, 2024, which was posted and/or published at least seven days prior 
to such hearing and the Board has reported that no one from the general public appeared at such 
hearing; and 

WHEREAS, the Board, is the applicable elected representative of the governmental 
unit having jurisdiction over the area in which the Monroe County Facilities are located and desires 
to approve the financing of the Project for the benefit of Centurion and to determine that it is 
desirable for the health, safety and welfare of the people in the area served by the Monroe County 
Facilities and to have the Project financed by and through the Authority; and 

WHEREAS, the County is not making any determinations as to whether the Bonds 
may be validly or legally authorized and issued in order to finance the Project; and 

WHEREAS, the County is not obligated to pay, and neither the faith and credit nor 
the taxing power of the County is pledged to the payment of the principal or redemption price, if 
any, of and interest on the Bonds; and 

WHEREAS, the Board desires to approve the use of tax-exempt financing for the 
Project. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the 
County of Monroe, Pennsylvania, as follows: 

1. In connection with the financing of the Project by the Authority, the Board 
declares it to be desirable for the health, safety and welfare of the people in the area served by the 
Monroe County Facilities and to have the Project financed by and through the Authority. 

2. The issuance of the Bonds and the financing of the Project located in the 
County is hereby approved for purposes of Section 147(f) of the Code. 

3. The Board hereby, pursuant to Section 147(f) of the Code, approves the 
issuance by the Authority of the Bonds in a principal amount not to exceed $160,000,000 to finance 
the Project.   

4. The approval granted hereby shall not, in any way, pledge or obligate the 
credit or taxing power of the County, nor shall the County be liable for the payment of the principal 
of, or interest on, any obligations issued by the Authority. 

5. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Resolution, the Bonds, when 
and if issued, shall not be deemed an obligation of the County, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
or any other political subdivision thereof, and shall be payable solely from the payments made by 
or on behalf of Centurion.  No recourse shall be had for the payment of principal or the redemption 
price of or the interest on the Bonds or for any other claim based on the Bonds, against the 
Authority, the County or any successor body of the Authority or the County, against any officer, 
board member or employee of the Authority or the County, past, present or future, or against any 
other moneys, accounts, rights or other assets the Authority or the County may now or hereafter 
possess. 

6. This Resolution shall become effective immediately. 
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7. In the event any provision, section, sentence, clause or part of this 
Resolution shall be held to be invalid, such invalidity shall not affect or impair any remaining 
provision, section, sentence or clause of this Resolution, it being the intent of this County that such 
remainder shall be and remain in full force and effect. 

8. All resolutions or parts of resolutions inconsistent herewith are repealed. 

-End of Resolution- 
 

M-2024-154 Motion by Vice-Chairman Parker, seconded by Commissioner Laverdure 
and carried to close the joint public Tax Equity and Fiscal Responsibility Act (TEFRA) and reconvene the 
regular meeting at 9:45 a.m. 

 
Chairman Christy recessed the regular meeting and opened an Assessment Board 

meeting at 9:46 a.m. for corrections to the duplicate. 
 

M-2024-155 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker 
and carried to approve the corrections to the duplicate, as follows, as requested by Cindy Treible, Chief 
Assessor. 

 
Additions – 0 
Subtractions - $5,710.00 

 
Chairman Christy closed the Assessment Board meeting at 9:48 a.m. and continued with 

the regular meeting. 
 

There was no public comment on agenda items. 
 

M-2024-156 Motion by Vice-Chairman Parker, seconded by Commissioner Laverdure 
and carried to approve the minutes of the 05/01/2024 Commissioners’ Meeting. 

 
 M-2024-157 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker 

and carried to adopt the following certificates of special recognition: 
 

Monroe County Independent Living Class Completion 
a.) Kevin Davis 
b.) Kaylee Elliss 
c.) Taj Gaudino 
d.) Abigail Grella 
e.) Kingtriston Griffin 
f.) Cayden Heller 
g.) Jayden Hoffman 
h.) Joseph Keyes 
i.) Za’Niyah Kitt 
j.) Z’Kirah Kitt 
k.) Eclipse Martin 
l.) John Melo 
m.) Taylor Nystrom 
n.) Rain Ortiz 
o.) Isaiah Pena 
p.) Kimberly Simon 
q.) Lisa Stallard 
r.) Lilliana Storm 
s.) Queentrinity Williams 
Vigon Distribution Center – Ribbon Cutting  
Reeders United Methodist Church – 140th Anniversary 

 
 M-2024-158 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker 

and carried to approve the actions listed below: 
 
 a) Agenda: 
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b) Approve/Ratify Requests to work additional hours: 
i) Sheriff’s Office Overtime Report for the period ending 05/05/2024: 

(1) Deputies - 40.50 hours 
(2) Security - 55.50hours 
(3) Clerks - 0 hours 

 
             M-2024-159 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker and    

carried to approve the actions listed below: 
 

a) Vouchers Payable: 
i) $982,809.97 for week ending 05/03/2024 
ii) $774,631.60 for week ending 05/10/2024 

b) Gross Payroll: 
i) $1,337,646.25 for week ending 05/05/2024 

c) Healthcare Benefits Payments: 
i) Highmark Blue Cross/Blue Shield: 
(1) $231.871.42 on 04/30/2024 
(2) $93,632.44 on 05/7/2024 
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ii) Geisinger: 
(1) $221,436.47 on 04/30/2024 
(2) $101,411.32 on 05/7/2024 

iii) Dental Claims: 
(1) $6,460.25 on 05/3/2024 
(2) $1,043.40 on 05/3/2024 
(3) $8,691.24 on 05/10/2024 

iv) Flexible Spending Account: 
(1) $2,501.23 on 05/3/2024 
(2) $1,641.11 on 05/10/2024 

 
M-2024-160 Motion by Vice-Chairman Parker, seconded by Commissioner Laverdure 

and carried to approve/ratify the Travel Requests for the following:  Adult Probation, Area Agency on 
Aging, Commissioners, Conservation District, Planning, Vector Control and Voter Registration. 

 
M-2024-161 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker 

and carried to appoint Evelyn Robles to the Carbon-Monroe-Pike Commission Board with a term to 
expire May 31, 2027, as requested by Carbon-Monroe-Pike Drug & Alcohol Commission Inc. 

 
M-2024-162 Motion by Vice-Chairman Parker, seconded by Commissioner Laverdure 

and carried to approve items a thru f only, item g was completed at the beginning of the meeting. 
 

a) Approve Budget Adjustment dated 05/08/2024 in the amount of $361,665.00 
b) Approve/Ratify authorization for the Chief Clerk to advertise the following: 

i) Notice to receive sealed Bids for Monroe County Parking Garage Maintenance 
ii) Notice of availability of Requests for Funding Proposal (RFP) applications for 

Supplemental Funds to Emergency Food and Shelter programs in Monroe and Pike 
Counties 

c) Ratify continued representation by Attorney David M. Steckel with new firm 
Fitzpatrick, Lentz & Bubba and authorize Flamm, Walton & Heimbach to release 
legal files to Attorney Steckel  

d) Ratify Agreement between Northampton County Area Community College, 
Northampton County Area College Foundation and County of Monroe pertaining to 
Right of First Refusal and Contribution Payment 

e) Accept proposal from Marion Hill Associates, Inc., as recommended by RKR Hess, 
Division of UTRS for the Goose Pond Run Dam Diver for a Detailed Gate Valve and 
Outlet Drawdown System Inspection in the amount of $8,750.00 

f) Add the following Vendors to the County List of Approved Vendors: 
i) Information Technology and Services 

(1) Iron Bow LLC 
ii) Office of Emergency Management 

(1) The Melt Wagon 
(2) Thomas W. Kociuba 

iii) Commissioners 
(1) Bushkill Fire Company 
(2) Walker Consultants, Inc. 

g) Adopt Resolution pursuant to Section 147(f) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 
as amended (the “Code”) requires that the applicable elected representative of the 
governmental unit on behalf of which bonds are to be issued and of each 
governmental unit having jurisdiction over the area in which any facility, with 
respect to which financing is to be provided from the net proceeds of the bonds, is 
located, approve the bonds after a public hearing in order for a private activity bond 
to be a qualified bond under the Code for the Lehigh Valley Hospital and Lehigh 
Valley Pocono Hospital Projects Tax Equity and Fiscal Responsibility Act (TEFRA) 

 
Chairman Christy explained the above items. 

 
M-2024-163 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker 

and carried to approve the actions listed below as requested by the Correctional Facility: 
 

a) Accept proposal from Rooted Environmental Consulting, LLC for Wetland Services at 
a rate of $1,750.00 for a Wetland Evaluation & Report 

b) Ratify professional services agreement with Midlantic Engineering for geotechnical 
engineering services at MCCF for $10,500.00   
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M-2024-164 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker 
and carried to accept a proposal from Kudu Creative to create an awareness campaign for Law 
Enforcement Treatment Initiative (L.E.T.I) for a total cost estimate of $27,875.00 as requested by the 
Monroe County District Attorney. 

 
Chairman Christy noted the cost for the awareness campaign will be paid from the 

Opioid Settlement Funds. 
 

M-2024-165 Motion by Vice-Chairman Parker, seconded by Commissioner Laverdure 
and carried to authorize Maryellen Keegan, Director to sign Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with 
Tobyhanna Army Depot to ensure coordination of resources in the event of an act of terrorism, natural 
disaster or any other emergency requiring off-installation support as requested by the Office of 
Emergency Management. 

 
M-2024-166 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker 

and carried to approve the actions listed below as requested by the Grants Department: 
 

a) Ratify Authorization for the Grants Manager to electronically submit the FY24 
Intermediate Punishment Treatment Program Grant in the amount of $90,000.00 to 
be used to hire a full-time case management specialist 

b) Ratify Authorization for the Grants Manager to electronically submit the FY25-27 
STOP Violence Against Women Formula Grant in the amount of $125,000.00 to 
improve services to victims/survivors of sexual assault, domestic violence, dating 
violence and stalking 

c) Ratify Authorization for the Grants Manager to electronically submit the FY23-24 
Indigent Defense Grant Program Funds in the amount of $95,528.00 to significantly 
contribute to the retention and recruitment of attorneys for the Monroe County 
Public Defender Office 

d) Approve the Emergency Solution Grant 2023-25 Sub-recipient contracts for the 
period January 26, 2024 through August 31, 2024 as listed: 

 
Emergency Shelter - Family Promise Operations & Essential Services $ 33,700 
Emergency Shelter - SAFE Monroe Operations $ 7,500 

Emergency Shelter - Stroudsburg Wesleyan 
Church Operations $ 10,000 

Homelessness Prevention- Family Promise Services, Financial & Rental Assistance $ 12,000 

Rapid Rehousing - Family Promise Services, Financial & Rental Assistance $ 36,000 

    Total $99,200 

M-2024-167 Motion by Vice-Chairman Parker, seconded by Commissioner Laverdure 
and carried to approve the actions listed below as requested by the Planning Commission: 
 

a) Reappoint the following to the Monroe County Planning Commission Board  
i) Nicole Murray with a term to expire 12/31/2027 
ii) Charles Vogt with a term to expire 12/31/2027 

 
           M-2024-168 Motion by Commissioner Laverdure, seconded by Vice-Chairman Parker      

and carried to accept a proposal from Datom Products, Inc. for the abatement of asbestos gasket 
insulation from an incinerator in the amount of $1,350.00 as requested by Pleasant Valley Manor. 

 
M-2024-169 Motion by Vice Chairman Parker, seconded by Commissioner Laverdure    

and carried to ratify the Capital Purchases Report dated 05/09/2024 as follows: 
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 Chairman Christy reviewed the capital purchases. 
 

M-2024-170 Motion by Vice Chairman Parker, seconded by Commissioner Laverdure 
and carried to approve the Computer Capital Purchases Report dated 05/09/2024 as follows: 

 

 
 

  Chairman Christy explained the computer capital purchases. 
 

  Chairman Christy thanked everyone who attended Community Night on April 30 at 
Northampton Community College – Pocono Campus.   

 
  Commissioner Laverdure welcomed any feedback on Community Night. 
 
  Chairman Christy asked if there was any public comment. 
 

  Janet Smith, Media Contact for the Monroe County Republican Party read Attachment A 
into the record. (See Attached). 

 
  Linda Zak commented on the mail in ballot law and the process. 
 
  Josephine Ferro commented on the county’s response to Commissioner Laverdure’s 
mail in ballot drop off issue. 
 

  Janet Dooner, Monroe Council of Republican Women read Attachment B into the 
record. (See Attached). 

 
  Theresa Pesce read a statement from the form titled authorize a designated agent to 

help you obtain and/or return your mail-in or absentee ballot.  Ms. Pesce also quoted other sections of 
the law. 

 
  Vice-Chairman Parker made the following statement. “I’ve made my position clear in a 

written statement to my fellow Commissioners and our Solicitors.  This matter with Commissioner 
Laverdure is being investigated by the Pennsylvania Attorney General.  I am not prosecuting this case, 
nor will I. But, I believe Commissioner Laverdure should recuse herself from the Election Board or all 
three of us should recuse ourselves from the Election Board until this matter is resolved.” 

 
  Peter Begley questioned the county’s drop box policy for elections and felt they should 

have been removed. 
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  Erik Diemer invited everyone to the Pocono Pride Festival which will be held Sunday, 
June 2 in Courthouse Square.   

 
  Sheriff Cirranello commented on the need to raise the compensation for his deputies.  

He stated the court system will break down if he cannot hire more deputies and retain them.   He felt 
that the proposed three (3) year, phased in salary increases for the deputies is not sufficient.  

 
  Attorney George Westervelt stated he has concerns with the staffing levels in the 

sheriff’s office.  He asked the commissioners to seriously consider raising the deputy’s compensation. 
 
  President Judge Worthington spoke on behalf of the court system and the justice 

partners.  President Judge Worthington gave examples of how the staff shortage in the Sheriff’s 
department is affecting the court system.  President Judge Worthington stated the salary needs to be 
increased to be competitive with surrounding areas and she felt the increase should be done 
immediately. 

 
  Chairman Christy mentioned that the salaries are being addressed at salary board which 

meets at 11:00 a.m. today. 
 
  The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 a.m. 
 
 
       _______________________________________ 
       Robert J. Gress, Chief Clerk/Administrator 
 
 
 
M-2024-154 thru M-2024-170 
R-2024-4 
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